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USPTO TO EXPEDITE GREEN TECHNOLOGY INVENTIONS

On December 7, 2009, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) announced a pilot
program for according special status to patent applications covering green technologies. The
applications will be examined on an accelerated basis. The pilot program is designed to
promote investments in and to speed the commercialization of green technologies.
Examples of qualifying green technology inventions include inventions that contribute to
enhancing environmental quality, efficient utilization and conservation of energy resources,
the discovery and development of renewable energy resources, and greenhouse gas

emission reduction.

Approximately 25,000 existing patent applications are eligible for consideration under the
pilot program. The USPTO will examine on an expedited basis the first 3,000 patent
applications for which proper petitions are filed. Participants of the pilot program can
expect a shortened examination phase -- 12 months in contrast to the current average of
40 months.

If the pilot program proves to be successful, the USPTO could expand the program to be
more widely available. We expect additional details on the pilot program to be made

available in the coming weeks.

D D
9 |

brownrudnick

DECEMBER 2009

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

an international law firm




New York

Seven Times Square
New York, NY 10036
+1.212.209.4800
+1.212.209.4801 [fax]

Boston

One Financial Center
Boston, MA 02111
+1.617.856.8200
+1.617.856.8201 [fax]

Woashington, DC

60| Thirteenth Street NWV,
Suite 600

Washington, DC 20005
+1.202.347.2222
+1.202.347.4242 [fax]

Hartford

City Place |

185 Asylum Street
Hartford, CT 06103
+1.860.509.6500
+1.860.509.6501 [fax]

Providence

121 South Main Street
Providence, RI 02903
+1.401.276.2600
+1.401.276.2601 [fax]

London

8 Clifford Street
London, WIS 2LQ
United Kingdom
+44.20.7851.6000
+44.20.7851.6100 [fax]

Dublin

Alexandra House
The Sweepstakes
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4
Ireland
+353.1.664.1738
+353.1.664.1838 [fax]

www.brownrudnick.com

Information contained in this Alert is not intended
to constitute legal advice by the author or the
attorneys at Brown Rudnick LLP and they
expressly disclaim any such interpretation by any
party. Specific legal advice depends on the facts of
each situation and may vary from situation to

situation.

Distribution of this Alert to interested parties
does not establish an attorney-client relationship.
The views expressed herein are solely the views
of the authors and do not represent the views of
Brown Rudnick LLP, those parties represented by
the authors, or those parties represented by
Brown Rudnick LLP.
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BROWN RUDNICK is an international law firm with offices in the
United States and Europe. Our 200 attorneys provide assistance
across key areas of the law, including corporate and securities,
intellectual property, tax law, finance, bankruptcy and restructuring,
government law and strategies, complex litigation and arbitration,
climate and energy and real estate.
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